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Australia*, Austria*, Belgium*, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Brazil,
Bulgaria*, Canada, Chile, Colombi&, Congd, Croatia*, Cyprus*,
Czech Republi¢, Denmark*, Dominican Republict, Ecuador*, Estonia,
Finland*, France, Germany, Greeck, Guatemala, Honduras*, Ireland*,
Israel*, Italy, Liechtenstein*, Lithuania*, Luxembourg*, Maldives*, Mali*,
Malta*, Mexico, Monacd, Nepal*, Netherlands, New Zealant], Nicaragua,
Norway*, Panama, Peru*, Poland, Portugal*, Romania, Rwanda*,
Slovenia, Spairt, Sri Lanka*, Swederi, Switzerland, Thailand*, Turkey*,
Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,

United States of Americg Uruguay: revised draft resolution

11/... Preventable maternal mortality and morbidityand human rights

Reaffirming the Beijing Declaration and Platform for ActiohetProgramme of Action of
the International Conference on Population and g@veent and their Review Conferences and
the targets and commitments regarding the reductiomaternal mortality and universal access
to reproductive health, including those contairmethe 2000 Millennium Declaration

(General Assembly resolution 55/2) and the 2005I8V8ummit Outcome (General Assembly
resolution 60/1),

* Non-member State of the Human Rights Council.
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Reaffirming also the Millennium Development Goals, in particular theals on improving
maternal health, promoting gender equality and emepoag women, reducing child and infant

mortality and the development of a global partnigrdh

Recalling the obligations of States parties to the Convantio the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women, the Convanbn the Rights of the Child, the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disaletiifithe International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discriminatiothe International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, the International Covenant on Emwmic, Social and Cultural Rights and the
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of Aligkant Workers and Their Families,

Convinced that increased political will and commitment, cemgiion and technical
assistance at the international and national lem&sirgently required to reduce the

unacceptably high global rate of preventable malemnortality and morbidity,

Recognizing the leading role of the World Health Organizationmaternal health and the
work under the annual World Health Assembly ageteda on the monitoring of the

achievement of the health-related Millennium Depetent Goals,

Recognizing also that the unacceptably high global rate of prevastenaternal mortality
and morbidity is a health, development and humgintsichallenge, and that a human rights
analysis of preventable maternal mortality and natypand the integration of a human rights
perspective in international and national respots@saternal mortality and morbidity could
contribute positively to the common goal of redggihis rate, with a view to eliminating

preventable maternal mortality and morbidity,

Welcoming the ongoing efforts of the United Nations humahts treaty bodies to
highlight the human rights aspects of preventatdéemal mortality and morbidity, including
those of the Committee on the Elimination of Disgriation against Women, the Human Rights
Committee, the Committee on the Rights of the Child Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, and of the special proceduregarticular those described in the report of the

! Millennium Development Goals 5, 3, 4 and 8 resipebt.
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Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone toetjeyment of the highest attainable standard
of physical and mental health (A/61/338),

Recognizing that the Council has a constructive role to ptagaising awareness of the
human rights aspects of the unacceptably high glalba of maternal mortality and morbidity
and in supporting, promoting and enhancing existiatgonal and international efforts to reduce

this rate,

Welcoming its initiative to hold an interactive dialogueitsteighth regular session on

maternal mortality and the human rights of women5aune 2008,

Recognizing that preventable maternal mortality and morbidityects women and their
families in all regions and cultures, and thasiekacerbated by factors such as poverty, gender
inequality, age and multiple forms of discriminaiti@s well as factors such as lack of access to

adequate health facilities and technology, and tdakfrastructure,

1. Expressesgrave concern at the unacceptably high global rate of preveetathternal
mortality and morbidity, noting in this regard thhé World Health Organization has assessed
that over 1,500 women and girls die every day &salt of preventable complications occurring
before, during and after pregnancy and childbatig that, globally, maternal mortality is the

leading cause of death among women and of ginle@bductive age;

2. Recognizes that most instances of maternal mortality and naibare preventable,
and that preventable maternal mortality and motypidia health, development and human rights
challenge that also requires the effective pronmodiod protection of theuman rights of women
and girls, in particular their rights to life, te lequal in dignity, to education, to be free tdksee
receive and impart information, to enjoy the beseadf scientific progress, to freedom from
discrimination, and to enjoy the highest attainaéndard of physical and mental health,

including sexual and reproductive health;

3.  Reguests all States to renew their political commitmenttoninating preventable
maternal mortality and morbidity at the local, natl, regional and international levels, and to
redouble their efforts to ensure the full and d@ffecimplementation of their human rights

obligations, the Beijing Declaration and Platforon Action, the International Conference for
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Population Development Programme of Action andrtfeiiew conferences, and the
Millennium Declaration and the Millennium Developmié&oals, in particular the Goals on
improving maternal health and promoting gender kiyuend empowering womehincluding

through the allocation of necessary domestic ressuto health systems;

4.  Alsorequests Statedo giverenewed emphasis to maternal mortality and monpidit
initiatives intheir development partnerships and cooperation arrangstiealuding through
honouring existing commitments and considering nemmitments, and the exchange of
effective practices and technical assistance emgthen national capacities, as well as to
integrate a human rights perspective into suchatives, addressing the impact that

discrimination against women has on maternal mgytahd morbidity;

5.  Encourages States and other relevant stakeholders, includatignal human rights
institutions and non-governmental organizationgjive increased attention and resources to
preventable maternal mortality and morbidity initlegagement with the United Nations
human rights system, including with the human ggheaty bodies, the universal periodic

review and special procedures;

6. Requeststhe Office of the United Nations High Commissiof@rHuman Rights to
prepare a thematic study on preventable maternghtitp and morbidity and human rights, in
consultation with States, the World Health Orgatiarg the United Nations Population Fund,
the United Nations Children’s Fund and the WorlshBaand all other relevant stakeholders, and
requestshat the study include identification of the hunmmayhts dimensions of preventable
maternal mortality and morbidity in the existingamational legal framework; an overview of
initiatives and activities within the United Nat®system to address all causes of preventable
maternal mortality and morbidity; identification bdw the Council can add value to existing
initiatives through a human rights analysis, inatgdefforts to achieve the Millennium

Development Goal on improving maternal hehlémd recommended options for better

% Millennium Development Goals 5 and 3.

3 Millennium Development Goal 5.
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addressing the human rights dimension of preveatalaternal mortality and morbidity

throughout the United Nations system;

7. Decidesto address the thematic study requested in parlagrabove within the
programme of work of its fourteenth session, andotaosider taking further possible action on
preventable maternal mortality and morbidity andhan rights at that session, and invites the
Office of the High Commissioner, the World Healtrg@nization, the United Nations
Population Fund and the Special Rapporteur onigfne of everyone to the enjoyment of the
highest attainable standard of physical and mémalth to participate in an interactive dialogue
on the study in the Council.



